
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 8, 2015 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell                         The Honorable Dan Ashe 
Secretary of the Interior            Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior                    U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St., NW                                  1849 C St., NW 
Washington, DC, 20240            Washington, DC, 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Director Ashe, 
 
We, the undersigned organizations that represent millions of sportsmen-conservationists, 
are concerned by the misinformation and distorted facts presented in the recent letter you 
received from Congressman Grijalva of Arizona.  We share Congressman Grijalva’s 
expressed desire to promote conservation.  Unfortunately, the policy proposals set forth 
in his letter would expedite rather than prevent the eradication of African game species.  
United States citizens represent a significantly large proportion of foreign hunters in 
Africa; which, as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was quoted in a recent Washington 
Post article, provides: “a powerful tool to support countries that are managing wildlife 
populations in a sustainable manner and incentivize others to strengthen their 
conservation and management programs.” 
 
Congressman Grijalva seeks to push forward with the listing of the African lion as a 
threatened species, despite the fact that the FWS has not yet completed its scientifically-
based and statutorily mandated process to determine whether such a listing is justified.  
Moving quickly to finalize the proposed rule to list the African lion as threatened under 
the Endangered Species Act would ignore the scientific data and undermine the validity 
of the ESA itself by circumventing process in a reactionary response to recent events.  
Such an action would undermine and violate international agreements such as the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), a treaty into which 
the U.S. has entered together with 182 other party nations 
 
Congressman Grijalva further claims that only America has the resources and necessary 
laws to regulate hunting, stating that hunting-supported conservation cannot succeed in 
countries with significant governance failures.  These claims are discredited by comments 
offered by the FWS, and completely ignore the wealth of data from many successful and 
well-governed African nations.  Americans cannot ignore the management authority and 
science based determinations of the countries of the rest of the world, or write-off the 
entire African continent as a collection of failed states.  This approach would undermine 
and insult the many extremely successful and pioneering conservation programs that have 
been developed in many African nations, several of which were enabled by USAID and 
other US government funding.  
 



Namibia, which has a well-regulated and internationally lauded hunting program, has 
witnessed what has been described as the “greatest wildlife recovery story ever told.” 
Wildlife in Namibia has benefitted from more than 15 years of USAID funding which 
allowed Namibia to develop a system of community based conservation unrivaled in the 
world.  Wildlife has not only been protected in Namibia, it has thrived.  At the same time, 
rural people’s livelihoods have soared as a direct result of rights enshrined in Namibia’s 
constitution, including the right for the people to benefit from the sustainable use of 
wildlife.  As a result, Namibia’s free-roaming lion population outside of national parks 
has grown remarkably, at times exceeding 20% annual growth, mostly on communal 
lands and within hunting concessions.  Endemic Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra have 
recovered from fewer than 100 in northwest Namibia in the 1980’s to nearly 10,000 by 
2013.  Black rhino have recovered from being nearly extinct in the wild in the 1980’s to 
numbering around 2,000 today.  In fact, Namibia’s black rhino population is the most 
secure and rapidly growing population of black rhino in the world.  None of this would 
have been achievable without the revenue brought in from legal hunting, which has 
provided an enormous incentive for people to conserve wildlife and to allow wild animals 
to roam on their land rather than raise domestic cattle and goats.   

For many years, and also facilitated by USAID funding, Namibia’s neighbor Botswana 
also pioneered the development of community-based conservation that relied on hunting 
to provide revenue to the poorest rural communities.  However, in 2014 Botswana 
suddenly banned hunting, with resulting disastrous consequences to communities and the 
wildlife they depended upon for their livelihoods.  Valuable and rare jobs have been lost 
and an ever-growing elephant population is causing increased levels of human-elephant 
conflict, which both destroys people’s livelihoods and sours their attitudes toward 
wildlife.  In effect, the ban on hunting has reversed the gains from decades of investment 
in conservation.  In 2014 alone, the hunting ban led to an estimated loss of at least 200 
jobs (in a country of only 2 million people) and subtracted roughly $670,000 USD from 
Botswana’s economy.  While the elephant population has increased since the ban’s 
imposition, the increase is not a beneficial one.  The country’s elephant population is 
estimated to number between 160,000 – 200,000 yet estimates indicate that Botswana’s 
habitat can only support an elephant population of approximately 40,000. 

The recommendations in Congressman Grijalva’s letter are designed to appease an 
audience that knows little if anything about legitimate wildlife conservation.  Following 
the recommendations of Congressman Grijalva’s letter would allow the prejudices of 
anti-hunters to overcome the scientific evidence which proves that hunting provides 
invaluable support for wildlife, habitat management and conservation, particularly anti-
poaching efforts.  Hunters and hunting remain one of the strongest and most effective 
forces for wildlife conservation.  Hunters represent a strong and loyal constituency of 
those who make decisions based on science and who recognize that sustainable use 
conservation always has and will provide the best means of making sure that wildlife 
remains available for all to enjoy well into the future. 

We, the undersigned organizations, representing millions of sportsmen-conservationists 
who vote, ask you not to be persuaded by those who would prefer to undermine hunting 
than save the world’s wildlife.  We, who collectively represent the hunting community, 



look forward to your support as we continue to defend the heritage and benefits of 
hunting both domestically and abroad. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Archery Trade Association 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
Bear Trust International 
Boone & Crockett Club 
Catch-A-Dream Foundation 
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation 
Council to Advance Hunting and the Shooting Sports 
Dallas Safari Club 
Delta Waterfowl 
Houston Safari Club 
Masters of the Foxhound Association 
Mule Deer Foundation 
National Rifle Association  
National Shooting Sports Foundation 
National Trappers Association 
North American Grouse Partnership 
Orion – The Hunter’s Institute  
Pheasants Forever  
Pope and Young Club 
Professional Outfitters and Guides of America 
Quail Forever 
Quality Deer Management Association 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
Ruffed Grouse Society 
Safari Club International 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
Tread Lightly! 
Whitetails Unlimited  
Wild Sheep Foundation  
Wildlife Forever 
Wildlife Management Institute 
 
Cc: 
 
The Honorable Rob Bishop          The Honorable Raúl Grijalva 
Chair             Ranking Member 
House Committee on Natural Resources        House Committee on Natural Resources 
1324 Longworth House Office Building        1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515          Washington, DC 20515 


